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Specifications subject to change without notice.

Switch Terminology

Circuitry

Single-Pole

Double-Throw

Double-Break

Single-Pole

Single-Throw

Single-Pole

Single-Throw

Double-Break

Single-Pole

Double-Throw

Double-Pole

Single-Throw

Double-Pole

Single-Throw

Double-Make

Double-Pole

Double-Throw

Rest Position

The position the switch button (or actuator)
assumes when no force is exerted against
it. Measured from the reference line to the
top of the button or actuator. Frequently
specified as a maximum.

Pre-Travel

The distance of button (or actuator) 
travel from rest position to the 
point of operation. Pre-travel is frequently
specified as a maximum.

Operating Point

The position of the switch button (or actuator)
at which initial switch contact transfer takes
place. Measured from the reference line to
the top of the button or actuator. 

Over-Travel

The continued distance the switch button 
(or actuator) can travel after contact 
transfer, without damage to the switch
mechanism. Over-travel is frequently 
specified as a minimum.

Movement Differential

The button (or actuator) movement required
between operating point and the reset
point. This is frequently dimensioned as 
a maximum.

Dimensional Tolerances

All assembly dimensions shown carry 
the following tolerances unless otherwise
specified: Decimals: ±0.002 (2 place),
±0.005 (3 place).  Angles: ±5°.

Reset Point

The point of actuation at which the 
second or return contact transfer takes
place. At this point the contacts snap back 
to their original position. Measured from 
the reference line to the top of the button 
or actuator.

Reset Travel

The distance the switch button (or actuator)
travels back from reset point to rest position.

Switch Characteristics

Miniature

Subminiature



In North America

Cherry Electrical Products

11200 88th Avenue
Pleasant Prairie, WI 53158

Phone: (1) 800 927 6298
Fax: (1) 262 942 6566

In Europe

Cherry GmbH

Cherrystrasse
D-91275 Auerbach/Opf.
Germany

Phone: (49) (0) 9643 18 0
Fax: (49) (0) 9643 18 1295

In Asia

Cherasia Ltd.

13/F, Block A
North Point Industrial Bldg.
499 King’s Road
North Point Hong Kong
China

Phone: (852) (0) 2565 6678
Fax: (852) (0) 2565 6827

For more than 50 years, Cherry Electrical
Products has been dedicated to providing
our customers with innovative and reliable
solutions to all their switching requirements.
This catalog includes thousands of varia-
tions from which to select — from the snap-
action models for which we are best known
to a full line of new rocker switches.

In addition to our broad product offering, our
highly trained engineers are always available
to help you find the right solution for your
application — whether it is a standard model
or a custom snap-action switch.

Cherry also manufactures a full range of
magnetic speed and proximity sensors for
OEM applications, as well as a complete
line of general purpose and advanced
performance keyboards.

For additional information on any of
our products or services, call or visit
our Web site today.

www.cherrycorp.com
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